A review of capecitabine-based adjuvant therapy for gastric cancer in the Chinese population.
In China, the treatment of locally advanced gastric cancer (AGC) faces unique challenges. Chinese patients may harbor more unfavorable prognostic factors than western populations and, in comparison with other Asian populations such as Japan and South Korea, a higher proportion of Chinese patients are diagnosed with AGC due to inadequate early diagnosis of the malignancy. This review summarizes the use of combination chemotherapy regimens with capecitabine as adjuvant therapy in the Chinese AGC population. Based on the available domestic data in China, the review concludes that capecitabine-based chemotherapy regimens, especially XELOX, offer good efficacy following radical gastrectomy in patients with AGC, with a low incidence of adverse events, acceptable tolerance, greater patient convenience and a lower overall cost than other regimens.